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ASHRAE ... 
Man and His World 

'. 

WILLIAM G. HOLE 
ASHRAE President 

THE celebration of an anniversary 
is a time to rejoice. It is also a 

time to look back on the past and to 
assess the fl~ture . 

As ASH RAE memhers look ahead 
we must understand what is inherent 
in our obligations to continue to fur
ther the objective of the Society-Hta 
advance the arts and sciences 9£ heat
ing, refrigeration , air conditioning, and 
ventilation , and the allied arts and 
sciences, for the benefit of the general 
public. 1I 

In my country of Canada, we have 
come to think of ourselves as experts 
at anniversary celebrations. Canada, 
l,wo years ago, celebrated the lOOth 
Anniversary of Confederation. It was a 
very interesting experience and I 
would like to draw a parallel between 

the 100th Anniversary celebration in 

IV.C. 1I0ie is clwirmiJ/i of Allleriam Air 
Filter of Canada Ltd, Montreal, Que., 
Canada. 

Canada Hnd the 75th Anniversary of 
ASHRAE which we will bc recognizing 
in our various activities throughout the 
coming year. 

Canada, as you know} embraces a 
wide diversi ty of people, of geography 
and of climate. There are some areas 
where the year.round climate is almost 
sub·tropic.11 and others where a deep. 
freeze environment prevails for many 
months o f the year. In some places the 
Slln never appears in winter but in 
summer these same places beco me the 
ULand of the IVlidllight SUIl. " We have 
long s trctches of sea coasts} vast 
mountain ranges, prairies and lake 
country. Our pcople are act ive in agri· 
culture} mining, manufacturing} all 
with local problems and yet organized 
on a vast federal basis-from St. 
J ohn '5, Newfoundland} to Victoria , 
British Columbia , from Windsor} 
Ontario to the North Pole. 

As the centennial year approached 

ASHRAE JOURNAL July 1969 



r 
to mark 100 years of Confederation, it 
~vas exciting to us to take a look at 
ourselvcs, to sec the big picture and to 
try to assess what some of our aspira
tions and obl igations really are . 

Those of you who werc in Canada 
in our centennial year must have felt 
the greal aWake!ling . . . how people 
became aware of the extent of our 
acconwlishments in 100 years and the 
great burden that is on us to continue 
our development in the years to come . 
Recognition of the many opportuni
ties ahead of us was possibly the great
est single factor in the enthusiasm that 
seemed to sweep the country. 

Centennial celebrations were out
standing in all parts of Canada, climax
cd hy the World's Fair- Expo '67 in 
which over 70 countries joined with 
displays built around the theme- Man 
and His World- his past accomplish
ments and his potentials for the 
future . 

Man and His World- that really is 
what ASHRAE is all about. The activi
ties of our members arc alll'elated in 
some way with mail 's environment and 
well being, his living and working con
ditions, his food supplies, his comfort 
in his surroundings. 

ASH RAE , too, embraces a wide 
diversity of people. We are specialists 
in many areas of heating, ventilating, 
L'efrigeration , air conditioning, hydron
ics, fluidi cs, cryogenics- the lis t is long 
and the talents of ollr 25,000 members 
represent an immense resource . Our 
Ilamc emphasizes the practical nuts 
and bolts aspect of our activities. We 
arc people with the ability to .get 
things done. 

However, as an organization serv
ing the public, we must recogn ize our 
responsibilities, not only as specialists 
in our Illany fields, but as respondents 
to the chaUenge to provide the proper 
total environment needed in our 
modern complex s tructures. Many of 
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us are experts in cool,ing, others in 
heating, air distl' ibutioJl, air cleaning 
but , in the last analysis, the total 
environment, the job done in co
ordinating all these things, is the cri
terion of our .pel'formanc"e. As environ
mental engineers, we must extend '~ 
ourselves to display our talents early in 
the planning stages of the many large 
complex installations needed in the 
immediate years to come. We must be 
the architects of environment and do a 
thorough job in providing comfort. We 
must do this at the high level at which 
we are now capable and it is our duty 
to make sllre our services are used to 
the best advantage. 

In accomplishing some of these 
objectives, I lhink the 75th Anniver
SMY year is a proper time for us to give 
new prominence to the Canons of 
Ethics for Engineers- a time for each 
member to review these Canons care
fully and understand their implica
tions. The Canons of Ethics es tablish a 
code of behavior for all engineers in all 
disciplines. The first two paragraphs 
outline thc philosophy: 

"Honesly, justice , and courtesy 
form a moral philosopy which, associ
ated with Illutual interest among meTl, 
constitutes the foundqlion of ethics. 
The engineer should recognize such a 
s tandard, nol in passive observance, 
but as a se t of dynamic principles 
guiding his conauct and way of life. It 
is his duty to practice his profession 
according to these Canons of Ethics. 

"As the keystone of pl'Ofcssional 
conduct is integrity, the engineer will 
discharge his duties with fidelity to the 
public, his employers , and clients, and 
with fairness and impartiality to all. It 
is his duty to interest himself in public 
welfare, and to be ready to apply his 
special knowledge fo .. the benefit of 
mankind. He should uphold the honor 
and dignity of his profession and also 
avoid association with any enterprise 

of questionable character. In his deal~ 
ings with fellow engineers he should 
be fair and tolerant." 

[n future, these Canolls will be 
reproduced more frequently in 
ASH RAE publications. Let us give 
'them prominence and in our rapidly 
changing world generate utmost 
respect for our standards of conduct. 

Seventy-five years is a long time in 
the history of a society such as ouns. 
In those 75 years there has been 
phenomenal progress. But the rate of 
acceleration of OUf activities is increas
ing rapidly. In the last 15 years, our 
growth has been much greater than in 
the 6rst 60. In the next 25 years, evcn 
before we rcach the year 2000, the 
extent of our activities will likely be 
doublcd. 

And, yet, everything that has been 
done in the early years has fOfmed the 
fowlclatioll [or our accomplishments 
today . This Anniversary year should 
inspire us to fe-assess our reason for 
being and to re-define the directions in 
which we must proceed to accomplish 
the obligations we have before us. 

At the firs t annual meetings of 
our predeecssor societies, ASH& VE 
and ASRE, Presidents Edwin P. Bates 
and John E. Starr, respectivcly, used 
these words: uIf we carry out the 
provisions of our constitution we shall 
be public bcncfactors." "The basis of 
our Society is the maintenance of high 
professional standards." "We. have 
undertaken the responsibility of speak
ing with authority, of finding the truth 
and proclaiming it." 

In our 75th Anniversary Year, ollr 
task is great and our obligations are 
many. The disciplines and endeavors 
which we represent are facing the 
greatest opportunities in our history. 
Let us all turn to the task with the 
best we have. On our lOath Anniver
sary, may we look back with pride 011 

our progress. 
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